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PROGRAMS COMMITTEE


Friday, May 7, 2021

Attendees: Carolyn Kelley, Beverly Trezek, Natalie Zervou, Colleen Conroy, Bill Schrage, Bianca Baldridge, Emma Gunderson, Kelly Otto, Simone Schweber, and Xueli Wang

Ex-officio: Elizabeth Jach, Christina Klawitter, Barb Gerloff

Guests: Erika Bullock, Michael Truman, Melinda Leko, Lesley Bartlett, Dan Lisowski, Steve Quintana

Minutes taken by Maddie Sychta. 

Meeting called to order at 12:32 p.m.

A. Administrative Actions
a. Program Change Proposal: 101MSTEACH: Teacher Certification (Clarify assessment/examination language)

B. Consent Agenda

a. April Meeting Minutes
b. Course Change Proposal: MATH/CURRIC 471: Mathematics for Secondary School Teachers (Update course description and requisite)
c. Course Change Proposal: ART 529: 3D Digital Studio II (Update requisites, adding grad students, repeatability, and learning outcomes)
d. Course Change Proposal: ED POL 423: Education for Global Change (Renumber for undergraduate access, add breadth, LAS credit, and sustainability attribute, revise learning outcomes)
e. Course Change Proposal: ED POL 595: Language Politics and Education (Update course title and learning outcomes)
f. Program Change Proposal: CERT831: Certificate in Promoting Activity for Diverse Abilities (Add/remove two courses, update declaration process, revise assessment plan)

Approved. 

C. Old Business

D. New Business
a. New Course Proposal: THEATRE 100: Experiencing Theatre (Beverly Trezek, Emma Gunderson)

Lisowski presenting. THEATRE 100 is an entry-level course for students interested in exploring the theatrical arts. Students will attend live performances and productions and have an opportunity to interact with theatre professionals. The 3-credit version of the course has a section-level Comm-B designation for majors to complete their general education requirements. The 2-credit version of the course targets general audiences. 

Trezek and Gunderson reviewing. The proposal is approved pending the following revisions: (1) swap “unsatisfactory” and “non-participant” designations in the participation rubric, and (2) add the second oral presentation to the schedule.

Approved.

b. New Course Proposal: THEATRE 230: Environment Design for Games and other Virtual Storytelling Spaces (Beverly Trezek, Emma Gunderson)

Lisowski presenting. This new course in environment design for games and virtual spaces teaches students to visualize and design spaces (video games, VR, augmented reality, traditional theatrical performances, etc.) This course has a lecture and lab component. The instructors have discussed the offering with the Game Design faculty in Curriculum and Instruction, who are supportive of the course. 

Trezek and Gunderson reviewing. The proposal is approved pending the following revisions: (1) remove typo “tested briefly occasionally” under the “Low Stakes Assignments” header, (2) remove syllabus template language under “Course Evaluation” header, and (3) consider removing COVID-19 safety information. 

Approved. 

c. New Course Proposal: CURRIC 809: Politics of STEM Education (Beverly Trezek, Emma Gunderson)

Bullock presenting. This course was previously an experimental course last taught in spring 2018. Students from a variety of disciplines were interested. Students examine STEM education, its history, and what it means to be represented and excluded from the acronym. Students also explore policy implications and have the opportunity to pick readings related to their interests. 

Trezek and Gunderson reviewing. Approved pending the following revisions: (1) update the syllabus to reflect that students with three or more absences should get 0 out of 5 points, and (2) refer to the policy report assignment consistently throughout the syllabus. 

Approved. 

d. New Program Proposal: Graduate Certificate in Bilingual Psychological Services: Esperanza (Simone Schweber, Bill Schrage)

Steve Quintana presenting. This graduate certificate targets students in various SoE counseling programs, including School Psychology, Counseling Psychology, and Rehabilitation Psychology. The certificate offers three credit courses over the summer and helps students build the necessary skills to provide bilingual Spanish services to clients. The certificate is oriented to Radical Hope and Healing Ethno and Racial Trauma (HEART) models. 

Schrage and Schweber reviewing. Schweber suggested reconsidering the use of “bilingual” in the title, as it may exclude multi-lingual students. 

Approved. 

e. New Course Proposal: ED POL 205: Language and Social Inequality (Simone Schweber, Bill Schrage)

Bartlett presenting. The Department of Educational Policy Studies created new courses in response to feedback from undergraduate Education Studies majors. This course emphasizes high-impact practices for undergraduate students around language and social inequalities.  

Schrage and Schweber reviewing. Schweber very supportive of the course and interested in including the course as an elective in the Elementary Education redesign. 

Approved pending the following revisions: (1) rename the participation rubric to “attendance” rubric, and (2) consider including this course as an elective for students in the Elementary Education program. 

Approved. 

f. New Course Proposal: ED POL 212: Educating for Social Change (Simone Schweber, Bill Schrage)

Bartlett presenting. This course is the foundation for an up and coming certificate. It explores policies, programs, and practices in the U.S. and beyond around education. It examines the purpose of said programs and educational models. 

Schrage and Schweber reviewing. Consider including this course as an elective in the Elementary Education program. 

Approved. 

g. New Course Proposal: ED POL 501: Qualitative Research Methods in Education (Xueli Wang, Craig Albers)

Bartlett presenting. This course provides undergraduate students an opportunity to engage in research. 

Wang reviewing. Approved pending the following revision: remove “learn how to” from learning outcome number six.

Approved. 

h. Program Change Proposal: EED 387: Elementary Education (New named options, new minors, updated assessment plan) (Xueli Wang, Craig Albers)
i. New Program Proposal: Kindergarten – 9th Grade (Xueli Wang, Craig Albers)
ii. New Program Proposal: Early Childhood Education Minor (Natalie Zervou, Meg Mitchell)
iii. New Program Proposal: English as a Second Language Minor (Natalie Zervou, Meg Mitchell)
iv. New Program Proposal: Kindergarten – 9th Grade/Special Education Kindergarten – 12th Grade Dual Certification (Natalie Zervou, Meg Mitchell)

Simone Schweber presenting. The related Elementary Education proposals represent the department’s re-envisioning of the current undergraduate program. The redesign is more flexible and gets rid of the cohort model. The program redesign was also prompted with the Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction’s licensure changes and the University’s push to reduce time to degree. 

The program has a core sequence of general education courses, with opportunities to add additional minors leading to certification for the English as a Second Language or Early Childhood Education licenses. Students will also now have an opportunity to take at least one elective. 

Wang, Zervou, and Gunderson reviewing, no comments. 

Approved. 

i. Program Change Proposal: SPE 1010: Special Education (New named options, updated assessment plan) (Bianca Baldridge, Kelly Otto)
i. New Program Proposal: Special Education Cross Categorical K-12 (Bianca Baldridge, Kelly Otto)
ii. New Program Proposal: Early Childhood Special Education Birth-Grade 3 (Bianca Baldridge, Kelly Otto)
iii. New Program Proposal: Early Childhood Special Education/Special Education Dual Certification Birth-Grade 12 (Colleen Conroy, Nick Frost)
iv. New Program Proposal: Kindergarten – 9th Grade/Special Education Kindergarten – 12th Grade Dual Certification (Colleen Conroy, Nick Frost)

Leko presenting. The Special Education redesign was motivated by the Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction’s licensing changes, as well as a desire to start a new Early Childhood Special Education program. Students will earn a bachelor’s degree in Special Education with licensures in K-12, birth-grade 3, or a combination of both.

The Early Childhood Special Education options are collaborations with the Department of Curriculum and Instruction. Students can take C&I courses or courses offered by the School of Human Ecology and have multiple semesters of field experiences in the classroom.  

Baldridge, Otto, and Conroy reviewing. Baldridge sought clarity on any requisites required for students to take coursework before declaring the program. Students can view accurate requisite information in Guide. 

Otto expressed excitement at opportunities to connect SoE’s program with Madison College’s early childhood education program. 

Approved. 

E. Items for Discussion

Thank you for your service this year! Have a nice summer.

Meeting adjourned at 1:36 p.m.
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