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Academic Planning Council




March 17, 2021

Attendees: Diana Hess, Carolyn Kelley, Derrick Buisch, Pete Miller, Steve Boldt, Jeremy Stoddard, James Wollack, Mark Hairston, Diana Rodríguez-Gómez, Gary Diffee, Andrea Harris, Hailey Love, Samantha Baruah, Steve Quintana

Ex-officio: Christina Klawitter, Barb Gerloff, Elizabeth Jach

Guests: Erica Halverson

Minutes taken by Maddie Sychta

Meeting called to order at 10:02 a.m.

A. Consent Agenda

a. February 2021 Minutes

Approved. 

B. Items for Action or Discussion

a. Curriculum & Instruction: Secondary Education MS program review
i. External Review Committee report
ii. Department response

Kelley thanked representatives from the Department of Curriculum and Instruction for completing the program review. 

Halverson and Stoddard presenting. This program review was a five-year review of the Secondary Education named options in the Curriculum and Instruction MS. The external review committee focused on the relationship between the ESL component and the content area focus in the program, which has been an ongoing conversation among faculty and staff. The program must adequately prepare students to teach in secondary classrooms while responding to the licensure changes made by the Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction.

The department is considering options to address the division between the ESL/content area components but would prefer that all of their students graduate with ESL training. They have discussed virtual placements for ESL exposure. 

Approved.   

b. Curriculum & Instruction PhD and Research MS program review
i. External Review Committee report
ii. Department response

Halverson presenting the ten-year review of the PhD and MS-research in Curriculum and Instruction. The external review committee’s feedback focused on the area structure, stating that it creates confusion and makes it difficult to engage in curriculum oversight and the governance process. The reviewers reflected on the lack of clarity surrounding what areas do and what they should do.  

The review committee also discussed concerns about fully funding doctoral students and faculty and staff workload. Students generally need more than four years to finish their degrees and faculty and staff members have large workloads that include a large amount of unpaid labor (for example, supporting students enrolled in individual study courses.)

Buisch, Diffee, and Halverson suggested that potential solutions for bridging faculty in departments that are broken into content areas be discussed at an upcoming department chairs meeting.  

Approved.

Meeting adjourned at 10:50 a.m.





Future APC Meetings 2020-21
April 21, 2021
May 19, 2021
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